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SKUTSJES

Almost all transportation in Friesland was done by boat.
‘Skatsjes’ were small inland barges, designed to navigate
the narrow and shallow Frisian waterways. The skipper
and his family often lived on board in a tiny deckhouse.
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With koffs and smacks Frisian skippers
sailed to Scandinavia, the Baltic sea,
France and Spain. This coastal trade
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When waterways were frozen, Fri-
sian skippers put on their skates.
They organized competitions on
both short and very long tracks.
The famous eleven cities tour is a
skating marathon, 200 kilometers
in length. Transport of moog,m and/
or people was also done onice by
sleigh or by ice-yacht.
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PACKET TRADE

Most inland transportation was done by
boat. Very popular were the tow-boats . They
were towed along a tow path and provided
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WATERPOORT

In our period rooms, we
highlight the history of
Sneek and its surrounding
area. Local products, C.& A.
Brenninkmeijer (founders
of C&A, a well-known retail
clothing store), interiors

of mansions, farms town-
houses and a 19th century

symbol.

Sneek was a centre of
Frisian waterways. The
main gates to the city
were Watergates. Only
one of these has sur-
vived the centuries: the
Waterpoort’. In these
days the Waterpoort is
used as Sneek’s town-
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\52 CENTURY SHIPPING
In the 19t century Frisian shipping only flourished
in the seaport of Harlingen, With barques, brigs,
schooners and clippers Frisians sailed on all seas.
Frisian skippers were also popular for Groninger and
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TRADE, CHURCH
AND AUTHORITY

Sneek was a commercial

centre. To insure a fair trade,
most goods had to be weighed
or measured by town officials.
In addition to a strong civil au-

thority, the church had a major

role in day to day life.
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skating quick and regular transportation between
the country’s commercial centers. On open
e water like the Zuiderzee, sailing vessels
& like a ‘Kaag’ or a ‘Beurtman’ were used for
-3 -} transporting goods and people.
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In 2005, Friesland’s oldest ship was found near
Sneek: a flat bottomed pram from 1190. In the
early Middle Ages the Frisians played a leading
role in shipping on the North Sea, they even called
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SAILORS-SOUVENIRS
o 19™century Frisian sailors took moc<m::m
hippi home from far and wide. Many |
shipping )
came from the Baltic area and |
il _ H England, but some were brought
dining-|  ¢ailgrs- home from more exotic regions.,
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= | One room is dressed in the Biedemeieristyle and another rey
the 19th century dining room of the Oppedijk family from I
archec- Exhibits show the care for the poor and the orphaned. Arch
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